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“The measure of intelligence is the ability to change”   
    — Albert Einstein

I recently completed my year as president of the 
Hastings Rotary Club. At nearly every Monday meeting, 
I’d end with what I hoped to be an inspiring quote, so 
I’ve gotten used to thinking in “quotes.” 

As I think about how to explain the change you’ll see 
in this newsletter, I googled “quotes on change,” and 
the above quote was the first one I saw. Then, I saw 
this one:

“All change is not growth, as all movement is 
not forward.”    — Ellen Glasgow

These two quotes make me smile because I feel as though they summarize the 
inspiring challenge of managing progress, evaluating options, and deciding if a 
change is needed—something we all do, probably more often than we realize.

But enough thoughtful contemplation. It’s time for an explanation. In this 
newsletter issue, you’ll see a shorter version than you’re used to. This change 
will help us focus our resources on programming and emphasize the many 
opportunities we provide for interacting with and learning about nature. And, 
realizing the transition to an online newsletter may have seemed like a good idea 
in 2020, we now believe we may be missing some of you—and some of you may 
be missing us. So, this is the first step in transitioning back to a printed newsletter 
beginning in the spring of next year. It will be a similar format to this online 
version, just printed and mailed. Although we enjoyed the savings of not printing 
and mailing, we don’t want to lose our connection to you, our valuable member 
and supporter. Thank you for hanging on through the past few turbulent years, 
and while we cannot know what the future may bring, one thing is for sure: you will 
receive your newsletter in the mail (unless you prefer the online version).

This may seem like a simple change, and maybe it is, but we strive to be the 
best we can be in every way possible. That’s the fun of being Pierce Cedar Creek 
Institute, and we appreciate your partnership in our ongoing journey. 

One last quote:
“Be the change you want to see in the world.” 
    — Mahatma Gandhi

Executive Director Michelle Skedgell

 Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Trail, Jim Toburen
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Supporting the Mission
Back to School with ScienceStrong
Eight years ago, ScienceStrong started as a way to encourage families and classrooms 
to include science in the lives of young children. While we have made great strides in 
reaching teachers and students and influencing science instruction in Barry County, 
there is still more work to do. As students and teachers recover from the effects of the 
pandemic, we must meet learners where they are to help them grow and have focused our efforts for the 2022-2023 school 
year in the following ways:

•Support new teachers: During the pandemic, many veteran teachers retired or transitioned into less forward-facing 
roles, so local schools have many new teachers. To support these teachers as they learn to integrate science into their 
instruction, we will provide co-teaching lessons, mentoring, and continuing professional development opportunities.

•Take students outside: In the COVID era, students have spent countless hours in front of screens inside. To get students 
back outside, we will work with teachers to ensure they integrate outdoor opportunities into their curriculum.  

•Expand science resources at local schools: To successfully integrate science into the curriculum, schools must have 
the materials to do hands-on science. To promote access to these materials, we will assist 
local teachers and administrators in writing grants and seeking donations for the materials 
educators need—and their students—need.

•Create opportunities for science outside of school hours: While doing science at school is 
important, including science outside of school can help students explore topics they love 
and develop a passion for science. To foster students’ exploration of science topics outside 
of school, we will partner with daycares, libraries, and other community partners to create 
opportunities for students to experience science. 

While we may not be able to solve all the world’s problems, we can help students develop the 
knowledge and skills needed to navigate the scientific challenges they experience both today 
and tomorrow. Thank you to all volunteers and donors who have made ScienceStrong possible!

Members Matter!
Growing the Pierce Cedar Creek Institute community, a community of members who see the Institute 
as a place to learn, socialize, and have fun with others who share a common interest, is very important 
to the Institute’s continued success. This year’s membership campaign, which started June 1 and 
extends through December, is helping draw attention to this ongoing priority. So far, we’ve added 52 
members to this community, making us hopeful we will meet our goal of gaining 83 members by the 
end of the year.

Fundraising Success at a Fun Nature Party
With the cooperation of Mother Nature, this year’s 
annual fundraiser, A Latesummer Night’s Green, was 
a delightful celebration of the Institute and all of the 
people who make it such an important place for our 
community. Thanks to everyone who attended, donated, 
and sponsored this event, the Institute raised over 
$43,000 to support community programs and the 
summer research program! Next year’s event will be 
Saturday, July 29. Be sure to save the date—it’s a nature 
party you don’t want to miss! 

Photo by volunteer, Debi Kilmartin

Photo by volunteer, Amy Seymour

As you shop for the perfect gift for family and friends this holiday season, consider giving the gift of membership. 
Not only will you be helping us reach our goal, you’ll be giving someone a chance to belong to a community that 
means so much to you. To purchase a gift membership, visit CedarCreekInstitute.org/join or call (269)721-4190.
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September Storywalk Book: 
Be A Tree! 
by Maria Gianferrari; 
Illustrated by Felicita Sala
Take advice from a tree in this 
month’s storywalk book: “Stand tall. 
Stretch your branches to the sun. Let 
your roots…coil in the soil to ground 
you.” Learn how you can be a tree and 
how we can all be a forest—stronger 
together. After reading the book, stop 
by the south side of the Visitor Center for activities to learn 
more about Michigan’s trees. A portion of this storywalk book 
is thanks to the generosity of Joel and Barbara VanDyken.
FREE (self-guided on the trails)

Nature at Night Fireside Chat (All ages, Family-friendly)
Friday, September 9  8–10 pm
Join us around the campfire for a chat about many of 
Michigan’s nighttime creatures, how they have adapted to the 
dark, and where and how to find them. Following the “chat,” 
enjoy s’mores and a short night hike on the trails looking for 
nocturnal animals. 
Members FREE | Non-Members $5

Dine and Discuss: 
Grow Your Own Mushrooms at Home 
Dinner and Workshop (Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Saturday, September 10 
Dinner: 5–6 pm    Workshop: 6–8:30 pm 
Create a “farm” to table movement in 
your own home. First, enjoy a mushroom-
focused dinner and learn how to make 
simple recipes from different types of 
mushrooms. Then, join Chris Swinson, 
Owner and Chief Fungal Officer of 
Mycophile’s Garden in Grand Rapids, 
to learn how to grow these mushrooms 
at home! This hands-on workshop 
will cover the basics of mushroom 
cultivation, growth differences between many of the most 
commonly cultivated mushroom species, and tips and tricks 
to successful mushroom cultivation and harvesting. All 
participants will receive a mushroom growing kit to produce 
your own crop of fresh mushrooms to enjoy. Chris also will 
have extra grow kits and fresh mushrooms for sale. Space is 
limited, so please don’t wait to sign up! Dinner is vegetarian-
friendly but not gluten or dairy-free.
Members $80 | Non-Members $110

Pre-registration is required for all events by 8 am on the day of the program.
Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.

Lunch and Learn: 
The Kirtland’s Warbler’s Sweet Song of Success 
(Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Friday, September 16 
Program: 11 am–Noon (in-person and on Zoom) 
Lunch: Noon–1 pm
Join Dave Ewert, Kirtland’s 
Warbler Program Director and 
Conservation Specialist at 
American Bird Conservancy, as he 
discusses the Kirtland’s warbler’s 
unique journey from the brink of 
extinction to a rare conservation 
success story and the lessons 
learned that could help protect other endangered species. 
This program will be presented virtually and in person. A 
recording of the program will be available to all registered 
participants on the Institute’s YouTube Channel. Please 
register by Monday, September 12, to reserve a lunch. 
Program ONLY: Members FREE; Non-Members $5
Program and Lunch: Members $12 | Non-Members $17 

creativecommons.org

Learning the Land Series (Ages 9+, under 18 with Adult)
Take a tour of some of the Institute’s many habitats this 
fall. Learn what flora and fauna inhabit them and what 
makes each one special and unique. 
Members FREE | Non-Members $5 (for each session)

Sand Prairie Saunter  
Saturday, September 24  10 am–Noon 
Sand prairies are listed as imperiled habitat in 
Michigan. Learn its features, search for box turtles 
with one of the Institute’s researchers, and just enjoy a 
saunter through this rare place.

Fall Forest Color Walk  
Saturday, October 22  1–3 pm 
The Institute is home to many trees. Learn about the 
various forest types and how to identify different tree 
species, all while enjoying a kaleidoscope of fall colors.

Cedar Swamp Stroll   
Saturday, November 5  10 am–Noon 
Cedar swamps provide sanctuary to dozens of species 
during winter with their dense stands shielding them 
from harsh temperatures and winds. Join us for a stroll 
in one of Michigan’s southernmost examples of this 
type of habitat. 
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Pre-registration is required for all events by 8 am on the day of the program.
Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.

The Scientist’s Secret: 
Puzzle Game on the Trails Kick-off Event (Ages 9+)
Saturday, September 24   1–5 pm
Part scavenger hunt 
and part escape room, 
this puzzle game is 
100% pure outside fun. 
Follow the clues, solve 
the puzzles, and collect 
stamps to complete 
your mission and save 
science! Grab your 
friends and family, play 
as an individual or a 
team, and come explore nature differently. In this game, 
you will discover a journal left by one of the Institute’s 
scientists. Follow in their footsteps and learn the “secrets” 
of the natural world to return the journal to its rightful 
owner. Small prizes will be awarded to the fastest teams of 
the day. Registration for a timeslot is required to compete 
for the prizes. If you get stuck along the way, don’t worry. 
We’ve got you covered with helpful hints. This is the kick-
off event to the semi-permanent puzzle game on our trails. 
Can’t make this day and time? Enjoy this self-guided puzzle 
game all fall when our trails are open (dawn to dusk) after 
the kickoff event! Want to do this puzzle game as a team-
building activity for your scouts or workplace? Please contact 
Ellen Holste, Community Program Manager at eholste@
cedarcreekinstitute.org for more details.
FREE
Starting Timeslots: 1 pm, 1:30 pm, 2 pm, 2:30 pm, 3 pm, 3:30 pm

October Storywalk Book: Fungus is Among Us!
by Joy Keller; Illustrated by Erica Salcedo 
Join a young girl as she discovers 
the fungus among us. Found in the 
air we breathe, the food we eat, 
and even on our bodies, fungus 
is EVERYWHERE! In this month’s 
storywalk book, explore the largely 
misunderstood, yet wonderful 
world of fungi (also known as 
mushrooms) and their importance 
in keeping our planet clean, growing, and well-fed. After 
reading the book, stop by the south side of the Visitor 
Center for activity sheets to learn more about Michigan’s 
mushrooms. This storywalk book is thanks to the generosity 
of Joel and Barbara VanDyken.
FREE (self-guided on the trails)

Pies and Decorations Workshop
Saturday, October 1  1–3 pm
According to the American Pie Council, 
approximately 186 million pies are 
sold in grocery stores every year, with 
apple pie as America’s favorite! Save 
some money and learn how to make 
beautiful, homemade apple pies at 
home. Join the Institute’s Chef Dan 
Belson and Assistant Chef Melissa 
Baker in learning how to add some 
pizzazz to your pie with simple yet stunning decorations. 
Participants will be guided through step-by-step instructions, 
provided recipes and equipment lists to make the pies at 
home, and given the chance to try out their decorating skills. 
Space is limited, so don’t wait to sign up!
Members $25 | Non-Members $30 

Science Storytime: 
Just Winging It (Ages 7 and under with Adult, Family-friendly)
Friday, October 7              10:30–1:15 am
Discover the who, why, and how of bird migration through 
stories, songs, and engaging activities in this storytime 
hosted by the Hastings Public Library and Pierce Cedar 
Creek Institute. This program will be outdoors at Pocket Park 
located along the Thornapple River, just north of the Hastings 
Public Library. If the weather is bad, the program will relocate 
to the Hastings Public Library’s Community Room.
FREE

World Migratory Bird Day Celebration Hike 
(Ages 9+, under 18 with Adult)
Saturday, October 8  8–10 am 
Celebrate World Migratory Bird Day with a morning hike at 
the Institute. Join the Barry County Bird Club in listening and 
looking for many of Michigan’s migratory birds as they fly 
south for the winter. The Institute can provide binoculars, but 
please bring your own if you have them.
Members FREE | Non-Members $5

creativecommons.org
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Pre-registration is required for all events by 8 am on the day of the program.
Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.

Lunch and Learn: From Northwoods Dark Skies to Bright City Lights—
Bird Migration in a Changing World 
(Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Friday, October 21 Program: 11 am–Noon (in-person and on Zoom) Lunch: Noon–1 pm
Every year up to 1 billion birds are lost to building collisions in the United States. Join Ben 
Winger, Assistant Professor in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the 
University of Michigan, as he discusses his research on migratory birds and window strikes 
using data spanning over four decades. Dr. Winger will focus on connections between bird 
collisions and light pollution, what we can do to help prevent these collisions, and scientific 
insights about ongoing global change learned from studying birds that died from these collisions. This program will be 
presented virtually and in person. A recording of the program will be available to all registered participants on the Institute’s 
YouTube Channel for a limited time. Please register by Monday, October 17, to reserve a lunch.
Program ONLY: Members FREE; Non-Members $5
Program and Lunch: Members $12 | Non-Members $17

October Brunch and Program: 
Fungi to the Rescue—One Spore at a Time 
Sunday, October 9
Brunch seatings: 11:30 am and 1 pm
Program: 12:15–1 pm
Fungi are shaping how we eat, live, and 
work in our world. Join Community Program 
Manager Ellen Holste as she discusses the 
ways fungi can help save our world from 
cleaning up oil spills to manufacturing 
mycelium-constructed couches.
Member Adults $20; Children $10
Non-Member Adults $25; Children $12

Mobility-limited Fungal Foray Tours 
(Ages 9+, under 18 with adult)
Tuesday, October 11   10 am–Noon OR 3–5 pm
Thursday, October 13  10 am–Noon OR 3–5 pm
Tour the Institute’s main property in our motorized vehicle with 
safety belts, stopping along the way to observe and learn about 
strange and interesting mushrooms. This tour is limited to a 
maximum of 5 participants per tour, so please reserve your 
spot early.
Members FREE | Non-Members $5

Fall Fungal Foray Walk (Ages 9+, under 18 with Adult)
Saturday, October 15  10 am–Noon OR 2–4 pm
Explore nature’s bountiful harvest of strange and interesting 
fungi, also known as mushrooms. Discover the many shapes, 
sizes, and colors of fungi; the myths and misconceptions 
surrounding them; and how to identify them! Please wear 
appropriate footwear to hike on rough terrain.
Members FREE | Non-Members $5

creativecommons.org

Candlelight Trails: Trick or Treating on the Trails 
(All ages, Family-friendly)
Saturday, October 29  6:30–9 pm 
Dress up your little “boos” and “ghouls” and come out 
for nature-inspired Halloween fun on candlelit trails. 
Trick-or-treat along a quarter-mile loop, then enjoy the 
sights, smells, and sounds of an autumn evening on 
a mile-and-a-half trail loop weaving through prairies, 
forests, and wetlands. After hiking the trails, join us for 
snacks around a crackling fire.
Members $5 | Non-Members $7
Family $25 (Please indicate the number of people in a family)

November and December Storywalk Book:
Snack, Snooze, Skedaddle: 
How Animals Get Ready for Winter 
by Laura Purdie Salas; Illustrated by Claudine Gévry
Migrate, hibernate, or 
tolerate. There is more than 
one way our animal friends 
prepare for winter. Discover 
the mysteries of animal 
perseverance—from how 
animals prepare BEFORE 
and then survive DURING 
the coldest, darkest season 
of the year—in this month’s 
storywalk book. After 
reading the book, stop by the south side of the Visitor 
Center for activity sheets to learn more about Michigan’s 
animals. This storywalk book is thanks to the generosity 
of Joel and Barbara VanDyken.
FREE (self-guided on the trails)
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Pre-registration is required for all events by 8 am on the day of the program.
Register online at CedarCreekInstitute.org or call (269) 721-4190 for more information.

Calendar of Events
Dinner and a Movie: Big Changes Begin with Small Talk 
Saturday, November 5 Dinner: 5:30–6:30 pm  Film and Discussion: 6:30–9 pm (in-person)
Climate change has officially arrived at our Thanksgiving tables: droughts stressing out 
wheat-based stuffing and rolls, warmer spring temperatures putting our cranberries at risk 
for frost damage, and record rainfalls causing nationwide pumpkin shortages. But what can 
we do about it? According to Yale Climate Opinion Maps, over 70% of American think climate 
change is happening but only 30% talk about it. Yet talking about climate change might be the 
most important thing you can do. Join us for dinner, a movie, and a discussion! Learn more 
about the climate crisis in the movie Kiss the Ground, and then gather some tips and tricks 
for climate conversations. Remember, big changes can begin with small talk between family, 
friends, and neighbors!
Dinner and a Movie: Members $25 | Non-Members $30
Movie Only: Members $5 | Non-Members $10

Lunch and Learn: 
Finding Wild: A Quest to Find Rare Plants 
(Ages 15+, Under 18 with Adult)
Friday, November 18 
Program: 11 am–Noon (in-person and on Zoom) 
Lunch: Noon–1 pm
Twice as many plants 
have disappeared 
in the last two and a 
half centuries than 
birds, mammals, and 
amphibians combined. 
To help protect our 
plant species from 
extinction, we need 
to know which ones 
currently exist. Join 
Brad Slaughter, 
Botanist with Orbis 
Environmental 
Consulting and the 
Institute’s plant 
inventory consultant, 
as he discusses the rare and exciting plants he has 
found at the Institute and around the state of Michigan 
and how to do a plant inventory to protect and manage 
species on your property. This program will be presented 
virtually and in person. A recording of the program 
will be available to all registered participants on the 
Institute’s YouTube Channel. Please register by Monday, 
November 14, to reserve a lunch. 
Program ONLY: Members FREE; Non-Members $5
Program and Lunch: Members $12 | Non-Members $17

Winter Bird Feeding Workshop
Wednesday, November 9   6–8 pm
Make your backyard a refuge for birds this winter. Join the W.K. 
Kellogg Bird Sanctuary and the Institute to learn the common 
winter feeder birds, different types of feeders and food, and tips 
and tricks for bird feeder care and maintenance. Then, make 
your own bird feeders to help our feathered feathers survive 
Mother Nature’s “cold shoulder.”
Members $15 | Non-Members $20

Holiday Gift Show 
Sunday, November 13   11 am–3 pm
For 19 years artists 
have been selling 
their handcrafted 
and creative gifts at 
the annual Holiday 
Gift Show. The 
artists generously 
donate 15% of 
their sales to the 
Institute, which 
helps further our 
mission of inspiring 
appreciation and stewardship of our environment. Members 
receive 15% off all gift shop purchases the day of the Show. By 
shopping, you will have the opportunity to support both local 
artists and the Institute. It’s a win-win-win for everyone!
The Institute’s gift shop will feature books, fair trade items, 
locally made items, as well as locally-made birdhouses and 
feeders by Bill Stovall, who will be available to answer questions 
about birding and his products. 

The Gift Show is free and open to the public. There will not be 
any lunches available this year.

Pierce Cedar Creek Institute orchids


